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By PETER TASE

The Fate Of Nakhchivan: Repeated Violations Of Moscow And Kars Treaties
(October 23, 2015)

World history and its scholarly work has been unfairly merciless in maintaining a long silence towards two of the most important treaties that have taken place in the interwar period of the last century. Those are the Treaties of Moscow and Kars.

The Treaties of Moscow (March 16, 1921) and Kars (October 13, 1921) made possible the integration and unification of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic (its current official name) within the sovereign territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan. According to the Article III of the Treaty of Moscow, signed by the governments of Turkey and Russia, Nakhchivan was included as an autonomous region under the administrative jurisdiction of the Republic of Azerbaijan and its borders are included on Appendix 1 of the treaty; it also provided that Azerbaijan will never compromise its patronage to another nation, the treaty guaranteed the autonomy of Nakhchivan province under the patronage of the Government of Azerbaijan.

Moscow Treaty , March 16, 1921
Article 3.
Both laterals arriving at a conclusion express their consent that they are agree to establish an autonomous area of Nakhchivan province under the protection of Azerbaijan as stated in the addition of the present treaty 1 (B), provided that, Azerbaijan shall never compromise its right to the third country.
Addition (B).
The Ararat station –the Saraybulag mountain (8071) –the Gomrulu mountain (8839) – (8930) – (3080) –the Sayat mountain (7868) –Gurd gulag (Kurt kulak) village – the Hamasur mountain (8160) – (8022) height – the Kuku mountain (10282) and the Eastern part of the administrative borders of the former Nakhchivan uyezd. 3

According to the article 5 signed on October 13, 1921 with participitation of Russia Soviet Federative Socialist Republic in the city of Gars between on the one side Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia but on the other side the Republic of Turkey, the governments of Turkey, Armenia and Azerbaijan reached an agreement about establishment of Nakhchivan Autonomous province under the protection of Azerbaijan as stated within the borders of the 3 addition of the treaty.

Kars Treaty, October 13, 1921
Article 5
The government of Turkey, Armenia and Azerbaijan Soviet powers are agree to establish an autonomous area of the Nakhchivan territory under the protection of Azerbaijan within the borders stated in the addition 3 of the treaty.

Addition 3. Nakhchivan Territory
The village of Urmiya, from there straightly the Arazdayan station (it is given to the Armenia Soviet Socialist Republic), then straightly the mountain of Garbi Dashburun (3142) –from there the mountain of Shargi Dashburun (4108) –crossing the river Jahannamchay reaches the south of the spring (“Rovna”), continuing the mountain of Baghirsag (Yaghirsag) (6607) or along the watershed of 6587 height to the administrative border of the former Iravan uyezd, from there it follows the border line of Sharur-Daralayaz, from 6629 height the mountain of Gomurlu (6839 or 6930) and from there reaches the 3080 height. Sayat mountain (7868) –Gurd gulag (Kurt kulak) village–Hamasur mountain (8160)–8022 height–Kuku mountain (10282) and the Eastern administrative borders of the former Nakhchivan uyezd.”

At the time when Kars Treaty was signed, the territory of Nakhchivan was 6,988 km2, later it was reduced into 5,500 km2 as a result of Moscow’s illegal procedures of handing in, transferring, Nakhchivan’s territory to Autonomous Republic of Armenia. Subsequently, the International treaties were unilaterally violated and breached; as a result the borders of Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic were reviewed again.

In 1929, according to a decision taken by the Presidium of the Pre-Caucasian Central Executive Committee, the territories within the Province of Nakhchivan (including Gerchivan, Gurg Gulag, Horadiz, Aghbin, Aghkhach, Danan Almali, Almali, Itgiran, Sultanbey and parts of Kilit village) were given to Armenian SSR. The total territories taken away from Nakhchivan comprised an area of 657 km2. The regional maps printed in 1962, 1965 and 1967 were falsified by Armenia; the border line through the red brick buildings from Urmia to Arazdeyen was gradually set close to Sadarak village of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, thus an area of more than 400 ha were illegitimately united to the Armenian territory. On January 19, 1990, Karki village of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic was occupied by Armenian-Russian Armed Forces. While Moscow and Kars treaties continue to be in effect and valid until today, the illegal annexation of territories of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic conducted by Armenia is against the standards set forth by the International law, the Vienna Convention of 1969 on the Law of International Treaties, Declaration of 1970 on International Law principles, and the Helsinki Final Act of 1975.

According to reliable historical sources, Armenian authorities have always attempted to take under control the Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan and eventually separate it from Azerbaijan. On October 28, 1920 according to an agreement signed between the Soviet Russia and Dashnak Armenia without any participation from Azerbaijan government, Zangazur and Nakhchivan provinces were included within the control of Armenia. In November 29, 1920 the Bolshevik authority, established in Armenia, wanted to include Nakhchivan and Zangazur into Armenian territory. Civilian population of Nakhchivan and Zangazur organized massive protests against this decision; they were also joined by the Turkish representatives. At this time, Armenians found it impossible to secure control of the population of Nakhchivan and in December 28, 1920 Yerevan decided to recognize Nakhchivan as an independent Soviet Republic.

At the same time because of imperative political reasons Moscow decided to deal with the legitimate will of Muslim population in Nakhchivan and considered the proposal by the Turkish side; the Bolsheviks were obliged to recognize the right of self-determination of Nakhchivan. On the other hand, Zangazur province which separates Nakhchivan from the rest of Azerbaijan’s mainland, was illegally given to Armenia by the Bolsheviks. After such a fraudulent decision, Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic was necessary, because Nakhchivan had become separated from the mainland of Azerbaijan. However, Armenian regime had always attempted to control and occupy Nakhchcivan. In January 1st, 1921 was held an opinion survey and more than 90 percent of Nakhchivan population voted in favor of autonomy of Nakhchivan within Azerbaijan. Behbud aga Shaxtaxtinski worked very hard for the Autonomy of Nakhchivan within Azerbaijan.

On March 1, 1921 Shaxtaxtinski sent a telegraph to V. I. Lenin and informed him about the national structure of the Muslim population of Nakhchivan, Zengezur, Dagliq Qarabag, Zaqatala, Borchali, Qarayazin, Dagistan and the northern Caucasus provinces. At the same time he informed about the future troubles in Nakhchivan, Zangazur and Mountainous Karabagh territories, he made a reference to the ethnic structure and geography of these territories. Lenin founded his suggestions very interesting and he ordered to discuss these matters at the Political Bureau of Central Committee.

This time Turkish representatives visited Moscow with the purpose to make an agreement with Soviet representatives. They started negotiations in February 26 until March 16, a date when both sides generated the “Moscow Agreement” on friendship. Same day the Political Bureau approved the suggestions of Behbud aga Shaxtaxtinsky and made a decision to create the Nakhchivan Soviet Republic within Azerbaijan. According to Article III of “Moscow Treaty” autonomy is given to Nakhchivan within Azerbaijan. “Moscow Treaty” has a great historic importance; first of all this agreement solved the problematic relations between Turkey and Russia, establishing an alliance between both countries, at the same time it protected Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity and clarified forever the status of the territory of Nakhchivan. The Moscow Treaty between Soviet Russia and Turkey also solved disputed problems between Southern Caucasus Republics.

After this agreement, Moscow wanted the Turkish government to sign a bilateral agreement with the other South Caucasian Republics. However Turkey wanted to sign a separate agreement with these nations. After some diplomatic negotiations all parties decided to hold a conference in September 26, 1921, between Turkey and South Caucasian Republics with the participation of the Russian representative and on October 13, 1921 the “Kars Treaty” was signed between Turkey and the three South Caucasian republics. This Treaty consists of 20 articles and three appendixes.

Article V of the treaty defines the fate of Nakhchivan. In this agreement Nakhchivan is an autonomous Republic within the territory of Azerbaijan. Unlike “Moscow Treaty” article V of the Kars Treaty determines the autonomy of Nakhchivan, the signatories are Turkey, Azerbaijan and Armenia.

As a result of the Treaties of Moscow and Kars, the status of the territory of Nakhchivan was resolved and recognized by international laws. The Kars Treaty is signed for an infinite period and any of the signatories cannot revoke this agreement unilaterally.

As most of the nations of the world place a special emphasis only in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict that is taking place within the sovereign territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan over the last 27 years; their respective leaders forget that the Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan (Azerbaijan) is suffering tragic losses of its territory and its people are condemned to go through difficult economic times because of the isolation imposed upon them by the Armenian Regime in Yerevan. We must not forget that Nakhchivan is a cradle of human civilization and deserves a special attention from the world community.

Sources:
“Treaty on friendship and fraternity between Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic and Turkey.”

[1] Source: “Treaty signed with the participation of Russia, on friendship between Armenia Soviet Socialist Republic, Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic and Georgia.”

[2] The figures are cited from N.A.Sokolski’s book of “Materials on studying Nakhchivan SSR”, page 7, published in Tbilisi (1933)

Source: http://www.eurasiareview.com/23102015-the-fate-of-nakhchivan-repeated-violations-of-moscow-and-kars-treaties-oped/ 
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